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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . This office action is in response to the applicants communication received on 
February 4, 2008. 

2. Claims 1-21 are presented for examination. 

3. The applicants have amended claim 1 in the amendment received on February 4, 
2008. The amendment received on February 4, 2008 has not cancelled or added any 
new claims. 

4. The applicants' arguments with respect to claims 1-21 have been considered but 
are deemed to be moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(c) he has abandoned the invention. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Murakami (Publication No. 2001/0014156 A1 B2 filed January 22, 2001). 
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7. Regarding Claim 1 , Murakami teaches a common key generating method 
common key generator, cryptographic communication method and cryptographic 
communication system. 

The method and associated system for a common key generating method 
common key generator, cryptographic communication method and cryptographic 
communication system as taught or suggested by Murakami includes: 

a second entity selecting one or more pieces of information by requesting 
0040-0042), from the first entity one or more of the values for one or more of the pieces 
of secret information stored in the first entity together with encryption or decryption 
function (|f 0040-0042); and in response to the selection request, the first entity 
outputting the values to the second entity for use with encryption or decryption function 
stored in the second entity without outputting the one or more pieces of secret 
information fl| 0040-0042). 

8. Regarding Claim 2, Murakami teaches the pieces of secret information has an 
associated index and the request includes one or more of the indexes to identity those 
pieces of secret information for which the values are requested fl| 0040-0042) 

9. Regarding Claim 3, Murakami teaches a request for the values all of the pieces 
of secret information and the response orders the values such that the second entity 
can determine which values are associated with which piece of secret information and 
can use the order to generate an index for the secret information (U 0040-0042). 

10. Regarding Claim 4, Murakami teaches receiving a request from the second entity 
identifying a function flj 0040-0042) and identifying the index of a piece of secret 
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information to be used in performing the function and performing the function using the 
identified piece of secret information fl[ 0040-0042) 

1 1 . Regarding Claim 5, the limitations of this claim have been presented in the 
limitations of claims 1 , 3, and 4 presented above. It is therefore rejected as set forth 
above. 

12. Regarding Claim 6, Murakami I teaches secret information is stored in one or 
more physical locations of the first entity fl[ 0040-0042), and wherein the values are not 
indicative of those physical locations fl[ 0040-0042). 

13. Regarding Claim 7, Murakami teaches the first entity is implemented in a first 
integrated circuit (figure 4 and the second entity is implemented in a second integrated 
circuit (figure 4. 

14. Regarding Claim 8, Murakami teaches a memory for storing the pieces of secret 
information and the values fl[ 0040-0042). 

1 5. Regarding Claim 9, Murakami teaches the physical location of a piece of the 
secret information having particular attributes fl[ 0040-0042). 

16. Regarding Claim 1 0, Murakami teaches each of the pieces of secret information 
is a key for use with a corresponding authentication (U 0040-0042). 

1 7. Regarding Claims 1 1 and 1 3, the limitations of this claim has been noted in the 
rejection of claim 10 above. It is therefore rejected as set forth above. 

18. Regarding Claim 1 2, Murakami teaches the attribute stored for at least one of the 
pieces of secret information is the length of that at least one of the pieces of secret 
information fl[ 0040-0042). 
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19. Regarding Claim 14, Murakami teaches the attribute value stored for at least one 
of the pieces of secret information is indicative of a permission associated with that at 
least one of the pieces of secret information (U 0040-0042). 

20. Regarding Claims 1 5 and 21 , the limitations of this claim has been noted in the 
rejections of claims 9-14 presented above. It is therefore rejected as set forth above. 

21 . Regarding Claims 16-20, Murakami teaches the means which essentially 
comprises the same means as a printer flf 0060). 



NAME OF CONTACT 

22. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cheryl Lewis whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
41 13. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cottingham can be reached on (571) 272-7079. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 
273-8300. 

(571 ) 273-41 1 3 (Use this FAX #, only after approval by Examiner, for 
"INFORMAL" or "DRAFT" communication. Examiners may request that a formal 
paper/amendment be faxed directly to them on occasions.). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist/ Technology Center (571) 272-2100. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/ Cheryl Lewis / 

Patent Examiner, A.U. 2167 
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